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Trump willing to sell
out journalists

Journalist Jamal
Khashoggi, who lived in the
United States and worked
for The Washington Post,
made the mistake of his life
by entering the Saudi Em-
bassy in Turkey on Oct. 2. Ac-
cording to the Turkish gov-
ernment, he was assassi-
nated and dismembered in
that embassy.

President Donald Trump
claims he asked the Saudi
crown prince, Mohammed
bin Salman, whether he was
responsible for this barbaric
murder, and according to our
president, the crown prince
more than once said no! So,
Trump simply believes him.

Even more important,
since the United States has
some very large financial
deals with the Saudis, the
president is ignoring U.S. in-
telligence information that
the crown prince ordered

the killing [“President: Saudi
prince not found culpable,”
News, Nov. 23].

So it seems that the United
States will start selling journal-
ists’ lives if the price is right.
Shame on our country if we
simply stand by and allow the
president to do this.

Maureen Marotta,
Hempstead

Jonestown victim
reached Congress

Your article about the Jon-
estown massacre in Guyana
in November 1978 did not
mention that Jackie Speier,
now a member of Congress
from California, was one of
the participants in the con-
gressional fact-finding dele-
gation that was shot at by
Jones’ followers [“LI connec-
tion remembered, 40 years
later,” News, Nov. 18].

At the time, she was a leg-
islative counsel for Rep. Leo
Ryan, who was killed along

with three reporters and a de-
fecting Jonestown member.
Speier was shot five times
and left for dead overnight
until she was rescued. She
wrote a book about her expe-
rience and overcame incredi-
ble odds to be elected to Con-
gress in 2008.

Sherry Eckstein,
Huntington

Why didn’t all-star
girls get any ink?

I am writing to express
deep disappointment with
Newsday’s extreme display
of sexism. My daughter, Kate
Cimino of Hicksville High
School, played in a Nassau-
Suffolk Girls Senior All-Star
soccer game on Friday in
Cold Spring Harbor. The
girls played their hearts out.

My daughter was excited
to read about the game the
next day in Newsday be-
cause the paper had written
an article on the boys ver-

sion of the event the week be-
fore [“Kwansah shines for Suf-
folk stars,” Sports, Nov. 15].

Although an account and sev-
eral photos about the girls
event appeared at news-
day.com, imagine her disap-

pointment when on Saturday
and Sunday, there was no arti-
cle in print for the girls, but a
total of 10 pages about boys
football playoffs.

I thought in this day and age,
sexism in sports coverage

would be gone, but apparently
not. Newsday printed an ac-
count of the boys all-star game,
but not the girls game. Such bla-
tant sexism and bias are unbe-
lievable. I will have to rethink
my subscription. Newsday
should be better than this.

Roseann Shubert Cimino,
Hicksville

Retireegroupenriches
livesofLIwomen

Thanks for the terrific article
on the Long Island chapter of
The Transition Network [“Mov-
ing beyond retirement,” Act 2,
Nov. 25].

The local chapter began in the
Wantagh home of organizer-
founder Dania Smith, my wife, in
2003-04 when a handful of
women met to talk about enrich-
ing their over-50 lives. The
group formed the core group
“the originals.” It reached out to
other women, and dynamic peer
groups formed. Today more than
800 women participate in the

Long Island chapter.
I write this letter as a compli-

ment for acknowledging the
hard work and dedication of the
members of that seed group,
which continues to thrive. With
my wife, other members include
Linda Niedzwicki, Nancy Reedy
and Ellen Schmidt.

Thanks also for the efforts of
Newsday reporter Patricia
Kitchen for her early stories on
the organization.

Stan Feinberg,
Wantagh

Taxsportsbetsandpot
toraisetransitfunds

To provide a dedicated
source of capital funding for
the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority, New York law-
makers should legalize and tax
sports betting and recreational
marijuana for adults.

New York City subways, the
Long Island Rail Road and
Metro-North need vast sums to
keep running safely and effi-

ciently. State and local elected of-
ficials have proposed future
funding from a millionaires tax
or tolls for vehicles entering cer-
tain areas of Manhattan. Current
funding sources include outlays
by New York City, New York
State, fares and MTA bridge and
tunnel tolls [“MTA plans 4%
boost,” News, Nov. 16].

New Jersey already has legal
sports betting, and many states
have legal recreational mari-
juana and tax it to generate rev-
enue while expanding public
services.

With the Democrats in con-
trol of the New York State Sen-
ate, Assembly and governor’s
office, this is the perfect time to
enact laws to legalize and tax
sports betting and recreational
marijuana for adults.

Robert Gottfried,
Plainview

Smithtown residents will
have an opportunity to
speak out about the charac-

ter of their community Thurs-
day night. It would be wonderful
if the message that rings out is
one of kindness and acceptance.

Particularly since, according
to Town Supervisor Edward
Wehrheim, messages of out-
rage, anger and fear will have
no effect on the outcome.

Wehrheim and the town
board have moved their 7

p.m. meeting from Town Hall
to the Eugene Cannataro Se-
nior Citizens Center, because
they’re expecting a crowd.
They are expecting a crowd be-
cause one of the items on the
agenda is discussion of a pro-
posed group home for six men
with autism and other develop-
mental disabilities in a single-
family four-bedroom home on
quiet, tree-lined Leslie Lane.

Nearby residents heard
about Smithtown-based non-
profit Developmental Disabili-
ties Institute’s plan to buy the
home, listed for $529,000, two

weeks ago, and that was on pur-
pose, according to Wehrheim.

“What I have done is we now
notify residents within a
500-foot radius by sending a let-
ter whenever we get an indica-
tion that an agency wants to
open a facility like this,”
Wehrheim said. “Then we no-
tify the agency and ask them to
come to a public town meeting
and answer any questions.”

But the point of the notice is
not to give neighbors a chance
to mount an effective opposi-
tion. Wehrheim says the Pada-
van Law, passed 40 years ago to
guarantee that group homes of
no more than 14 beds can go
where they want unless an area
has a concentration of such
homes, makes such

protests ineffective. The point
of the public notice and infor-
mation session is just to let peo-
ple ask questions and be heard.

Wehrheim also said the state
doesn’t let agencies go ahead
with a plan for a new home un-
less it’s certain the area meets
these criteria, so there are
rarely grounds to stop them.

But when notice of the Leslie
Lane plan was mailed earlier
this month, grumbling began.
The fears of some neighbors
are the same ones that are habit-
ually cited with such facilities:
traffic, noise, crime, lower prop-
erty values and harm to a mythi-
cal suburban way of life.

Smithtown has about 30
group homes. According to
both Wehrheim and his prede-
cessor, Patrick Vecchio, they op-
erate without much notice or
any trouble. But they are nearly
always opposed at first.

Earlier this year, neigh-
bors argued unsuccess-
fully against a similar
home on Schuyler Drive
in Commack. And the

opposition crops up
across the Island,
for all kinds of fa-
cilities. Just last
month, Glen
Cove decided to
drop its appeal of

a state court ruling that a resi-
dence for people with eating dis-
orders could open in a residen-
tial area across from the Nassau
Country Club.

To need or not need a facility
like this for a loved one is a mat-
ter of good luck or bad. But to
understand the need and the
right of people with disabilities
to live in the same pleasant sur-
roundings most prefer is a
choice. Public comment ses-
sions are often dominated by
opponents of whatever is on
tap, but it does not have to be
that way. Residents could go to
Thursday night’s meeting to
share different messages:

“You are doing God’s work.”
“Our town has residents with

special needs, and it must have
welcoming homes for them.”

“I hope that if my children or
grandchildren ever have simi-
lar needs, they can be served in
a community like ours.”

“Let us know if there is ever
anything we can do to help.”

The law says these homes
must be allowed in neighbor-
hoods. It doesn’t say they must
be accepted and supported.

But they could be.

Lane Filler is a member of
Newsday’s editorial board.

The Developmental
Disabilities Institute
seeks to establish a home
for men with autism in
this home on Leslie
Lane in Smithtown.
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Action in one of two Nassau-Suffolk Girls Senior All-Star soccer
games on Friday in Cold Spring Harbor.

Most Long Islanders didn’t need another report on the devastat-
ing impacts of climate change. We know what’s going on.
We’ve seen it firsthand. We’ve seen beaches disappearing. And

more frequent flooding of our streets and yards at high tide. And more
intense rainfall. And lobsters vanishing from our waters.

Even given that, the analysis released Friday by the Trump adminis-
tration was eye-opening, the grimmest assessment yet of the impacts
of unabated climate change. It’s not a matter of whether to believe the
evidence. It’s time to understand its implications and act — to slow the
march of climate change and mitigate its inevitable effects.

The latest National Climate Assessment, written by 13 federal agencies
with input from more than 300 climate scientists, detailed a raft of climate
change impacts in, for example, the Northeast. Like more than 30 days per
year of high tide flooding in many Northeast cities by 2050. Like 650 more
premature deaths per year from extreme heat by 2050, when the average

annual temperature in the
region is expected to be 4
degrees warmer than re-
cent averages. Like a pro-
jected probable sea level
rise of 2 to 4.5 feet by 2100,
with some parts of the
shoreline eroding inland at
3.3 feet per year. Like more
pine beetles and more mos-
quitoes carrying Lyme dis-
ease and West Nile virus,
fish stocks declining, and
air quality worsening, with
up to 300 more ozone-re-
lated deaths a year by 2050.

The national outlook is
no better: By 2100, climate

change could shrink the economy by 10 percent and force 13 million
Americans, many in our region, to move from their homes because of
rising seas. That’s disruption on a massive scale. It isn’t just a future
problem. The New York Renews environmental coalition says climate
change already costs New York more than $10 billion per year.

No use waiting for President Donald Trump to wake up and smell the
consequences. There is plenty that can and must be done now. In the ab-
sence of federal government action — more accurately, in the face of fed-
eral actions that would make climate change worse — state and local
governments can lead. Some states, New York and California prominent
among them, have done just that with ambitious plans to convert part or
all of their electric supply to renewable energy sources. New York
should turn its aspirational goal to get 50 percent of its electricity from
renewables by 2030 into law.

All levels of government should strengthen their infrastructure to
withstand the increased precipitation and flooding to come. Places like
New York — with aging power, transportation, drainage and sewer sys-
tems — are particularly vulnerable. Better building codes would en-
able smarter decisions about where to build. The report itself — writ-
ten by career federal scientists whose politically appointed superiors
are seeking regulatory rollbacks that would exacerbate the problem —
will be potent ammunition in court fights against those rollbacks.

The rest of us should do our part, too — by using less air conditioning,
line-drying some of our clothes, taking public transit, riding bicycles, buy-
ing local products including food, installing programmable thermostats.

There is no shortage of ways large or small to help stave off a crisis
that has no shortage of ominous consequences. — The editorial board

MATT DAVIES

\ See more Matt Davies cartoons: newsday.com/matt
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The character of our communities
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“Where there is no vision, the people perish.”
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Long Islanders are seeing changes now

OPINION

Americans can
lead on climate

Streets in New Suffolk flood during Sandy
in 2012. It was among the severe storms
seen more frequently with climate change.
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