
\ Polls are open Thursday from
6 a.m. to 9 p.m for voters to cast
ballots throughout New York
State in political party primaries.
\ The races range from Demo-
cratic primaries for governor and
lieutenant governor to elections
for committee member positions
in the Suffolk Conservative Party.
\ Those seeking information
about whether there are pri-
maries in their election districts,
the location of their polling places
or their eligibility to vote can call
the Nassau County Board of
Elections at 516-571-8683 or the
Suffolk Board of Elections at
631-852-4500.

DELTHIA RICKSBY
delthia.ricks@newsday.com

Teenage use of electronic cig-
arettes is a nationwide epi-
demic, the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration declared Wed-
nesday as it gave five e-cig mak-
ers 60 days to demonstrate how
they’ll keep the devices out of
the hands of minors.

As part of a one-two punch
against producers and sellers,
the agency also sent a flurry of
letters to scores of retailers
warning them about selling
e-cig products to kids and is-
sued 131 fines against stores
that had already violated the
rules.

The stiff warnings — and
tight deadline — came as a
growing body of evidence has
shown that teens are exposed
to potent levels of nicotine
through “vaping,” using a wide
range of devices, especially the
popular Juul system. Vaping is
so pervasive among teens that

it has replaced the habit of
smoking traditional com-
bustible cigarettes, experts said
Wednesday.

“I use the word epidemic
with great care,” FDA Commis-
sioner Dr. Scott Gottlieb said
in a statement. “E-cigs have
become an almost ubiquitous
— and dangerous — trend
among teens.”

Five e-cig makers were
named by the FDA: Juul Labs;
MarkTen, a registered trade
name of Altria Group; RJR
Vapor Co.’s Vuse; Imperial
Grand, maker of “blu;” and

e-cig products produced by
Logic. All produce flavored
products.

Doctors have long criticized
the e-cig industry’s pervasive
sale of flavored e-liquids,
which are manufactured to ap-
peal to teens. The fruity tastes
hook kids on products that
contain more nicotine than
cigarettes do.

Gottlieb underscored: If the
companies do not demonstrate
how the products will be kept
away from minors, the agency
would consider taking legal ac-
tion against them, which may

include removing them from
the market.

Juul Labs issued a statement
Wednesday vigorously defend-
ing its vaping system and its fla-
vorings, stating that flavored
products are important for
adults who are weaning them-
selves off combustible ciga-
rettes. The company acknowl-
edged that it was “committed
to preventing underage use of
our product, and we want to be
part of the solution.”

More than 1,000 major retail-
ers were targeted and warned
about the sale of e-cig products
to minors. That list included
major outlets, such as 7-Eleven
stores and Walgreens.

“Let me be clear that nico-
tine isn’t a benign substance.
This is especially true when it
comes to children and the ef-
fects that nicotine has on a de-
veloping brain,” Gottlieb said.

The FDA’s announcement
Wednesday was met with
mixed reactions.

Rachel Boykan, a pediatri-
cian at Stony Brook Children’s
Hospital, applauded the FDA’s
stance. She’s among a cadre of
medical investigators who are
pioneering research into the
use of e-cigs by minors.

Her recently reported study
in the journal Tobacco Control
found that youngsters who
used vaping systems, such as
Juul, had higher levels of a nico-
tine byproduct — cotinine — in
their urine than teens who
smoked cigarettes.

Juul has been widely criti-
cized because it delivers a
larger nicotine dose than other
e-cig systems — and more than
combustible cigarettes. “People
really have to understand how
serious this is,” Boykan said of
her cotinine findings. “It’s kind
of scary to see.”

The American Lung Associa-
tion, however, found neither
the 60-day deadline nor threat
of banning products to be a
penalty with teeth.

“We have been calling on the
FDA to take meaningful action
to protect youths for years,”
said Erika Sward, national assis-
tant vice president for advo-
cacy at the lung association.
“The FDA gave these compa-
nies 60 days. It didn’t say they
would immediately order them
off the market.

“The FDA said it will con-
sider taking action. So there are
a lot of steps before taking prod-
ucts off the market.”

PARTY PRIMARIES
Political party primaries are
being held Thursday in Nassau
and Suffolk counties. Following
is the list of candidates: *

Governor
Andrew M. Cuomo
(DEMOCRAT)
Cynthia E. Nixon (DEM)
Lieutenant Governor
Kathy C. Hochul (DEM)
Jumaane Williams (DEM)
Attorney General
Leecia R. Eve (DEM)
Letitia A. James (DEM)
Sean Patrick Maloney (DEM)
Zephyr Teachout (DEM)
Mike Diederich (REFORM)
Christopher B. Garvey (REF)
Nancy B. Sliwa (REF)
Nassau County
District Court Judge, District
2, Vote for Three (3)
Valerie J. Alexander, (GREEN)
Andrew M. Engel, (GRE)
Andrea C. Phoenix, (GRE)
Michael W. Alpert, (GRE)
Charles J. Casolaro, (GRE)

Eric Zeni, (GRE)
District Court Judge, District
4, Vote for Two (2)
Joanne Curran Perrucci, (GRE)
Dana L. Grossblatt, (GRE)
Colin F. O’Donnell, (GRE)
Douglas J. Lerose, (GRE)
State Senator, District 9, Vote
for One (1)
Todd D. Kaminsky, (REF)
Opportunity to Ballot [write-in] ,
(REF)
Member of Assembly, District
17 Vote for One (1)
James Coll, (REPUBLICAN)
John K. Mikulin, (REP, REF)
Opportunity to Ballot (REF)
Member of Assembly, District
18 Vote for One (1)

Taylor R. Raynor, (DEM)
Earlene Hooper, (DEM)
Member of Assembly, District
20 Vote for One (1)
John J. Vobis Jr., (DEM, REF)
Juan C. Vides, (DEM)
Opportunity to Ballot, (REF)
Member of Assembly, District
21 Vote for One (1)
Judy A. Griffin, (REF)
Opportunity to Ballot (REF)
Suffolk County
Judge of Surrogate’s Court
(Vote for 1) (10-Year Term)
Tara A. Scully, (DEM)
Theresa Whelan, (DEM)
Family Court Judge (Vote for 1)
(10-Year Term)
Karen Kerr, (WOMEN’S
EQUALITY)
Richard Hoffmann, (WE)
Member of Assembly, District
2 (Vote for 1) (2-Year Term)
Anthony H. Palumbo, (REP)
Mike Yacubich, (REP)
Member of Assembly, District
7 (Vote for 1) (2-Year Term)
Thomas E. Murray III, (WE)
Opportunity To Ballot, (WE)

Councilman, Town of East
Hampton (Vote for 1) (Unex-
pired Term)
David Gruber, (DEM)
David B. Lys, (DEM)
Roy Greenberg, (WORKING
FAMILIES)
Opportunity To Ballot, (WF)
Receiver of Taxes, Town of
Huntington (Vote for 1)
(Unexpired Term)
Janet L. Smitelli, (REF)
Opportunity To Ballot, (REF)
Councilman, Town of Hunting-
ton (Vote for 1) (Unexpired
Term)
Joan A. Cergol, (WF)
James F. Leonick, (REF)
Opportunity To Ballot, (WF; REF)
District Court Judge, District
4, Town of Smithtown (Vote
for 2) (6-Year Term)
William G. Holst,
(INDEPENDENCE)
Gary L. Rosenthal, (IND)
Richard T. Dunne, (IND)
Paul E. Hennings, (IND)
* Also, there are primaries for
the East Hampton Town Demo-

cratic Committee; the Suffolk
County Conservative Commit-
tee; state party committees;
and delegates to the 10th Judi-
cial District convention.

Candidates in Nassau, Suffolk primaries

Juul’s vaping system has accessory pods in various flavors.
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Feds warn e-cig makers
FDA’s ultimatums
focus on retailers
selling to minors
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