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BEIJING — Asia welcomed
the lunar Year of the Pig on
Tuesday with visits to tem-
ples, family banquets and the
world’s biggest travel spree.

Celebrations took place
throughout the region, from
Beijing and Seoul to Hanoi
and Singapore.

The streets of Beijing and
other major Chinese cities
were quiet and empty after mil-
lions of people left to visit rela-
tives or travel abroad during
the year’s biggest family holi-
day.

Families gathered at home
for multigenerational ban-
quets. Companies, shops and
government offices closed for
official holidays that ranged

from two days in South Korea
to a week in China.

Worshippers stood in line
for hours at Hong Kong’s Wong
Tai Sin Temple to welcome the
new year by lighting incense.

Lana Wong, a prominent
Hong Kong actress, wore a
pig costume for the event.

“My first wish is for world
peace,” said Wong, 88. “Every-
one has food to eat, employ-
ment and houses to live in.
The elderly also hope the gov-
ernment will take better care
of them.”

In Beijing, performers in tra-
ditional Qing dynasty robes
strummed zithers for a re-en-
actment at sunrise of a sacrifi-
cial ceremony at the Chinese
capital’s Temple of Earth park.

An actor portraying an em-

IT’S A TIME

Jurors in the drug-smuggling
trial of Joaquín “El Chapo”
Guzmán Loera failed to reach a
verdict after meeting for 6 1/ 2

hours on their second day of de-
liberations Tuesday in Brook-
lyn federal court.

The jury did send out several
requests for information in two
notes Tuesday afternoon — re-
questing some specific testi-
mony relating to Guzmán’s al-
leged trafficking in metham-
phetamines, including an inter-

cepted call directing an aide to
seek “ice” customers in the
United States.

The panel also asked for com-
plete transcripts of the testi-
mony of two of the govern-
ment’s 14 cooperating wit-
nesses — brothers Jorge Ci-
fuentes, a Colombian cocaine
supplier, and Alex Cifuentes,
who became an aide to
Guzmán.

Guzmán, 61, an alleged king-
pin of the Sinaloa cartel, is

charged with overseeing the
distribution of an estimated
$14 billion of cocaine and
other drugs in the United
States. He faces a possible life
sentence on charges of run-
ning a criminal enterprise,
conspiracy, drug distribution,
using firearms and money
laundering.

The trial began in early No-
vember. Jury deliberations are
scheduled to continue on
Wednesday. — JOHN RILEY
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Residential electricity use
will decline “significantly”
over the next five years, even
as electric vehicles are ex-
pected to show tenfold growth,
according to PSEG Long Island
projections.

Wider adoption of energy-
saving LED lights and green-en-
ergy alternatives, along with
slower-than-expected eco-
nomic growth, are leading the
home-use declines, said Paul
Napoli, PSEG’s vice president
for power markets.

Adoption of efficiency and
solar have been “phenomenal
on the Island,” Napoli said,
sharply cutting demand, while
economic forecasts call for
slower growth than previous
projections over the next
decade.

“We expected in 2012 the [Is-
land’s economic] growth
would be [a cumulative] 48.7
percent by 2030, it is aiming to
be 28.9 percent,” he said.

PSEG, which operates the
grid under a long-term con-
tract with LIPA, said the down-
ward trend also mirrors an ex-
pected “weakness” in house-
hold income through 2020.
The utility projects home en-
ergy sales to drop 2 percent
annually to a cumulative 9.8
percent decline by 2023. Com-
mercial sales will decline at a
slower pace of 1.3 percent dur-
ing that time, according to
PSEG.

Residential sales of electric-
ity have fallen 4.6 percent in
five years, PSEG said.

The change comes even as

PSEG expects electricity sales
tied to electric vehicles to in-
crease tenfold from 36 gigawatt
hours last year to 382 gigawatt
hours in 2023.

Meanwhile, the utility’s peak
load — energy produced to
meet peak summer demand —
also continues to drop. The
peak is now projected to de-
cline or level off for 15 years.
Previously, LIPA saw signifi-
cant growth over the 15-year
curve.

“Every time we update the
study of our peak load, we see
that the load is declining year
after year after year,” said
LIPA’s acting chief financial of-
ficer, Kenneth Kane, in a pre-
sentation to LIPA board mem-
bers last month.

Napoli said the dramatic de-
crease in peak-power needs
has all but erased a prior pro-
jection that a big new power
plant would be needed some-
time around 2035. Right now,
the utility is unofficially pro-
jecting a peak power need in
2030 of about 4,800
megawatts — a sharp decline
from last year’s actual sum-
mer peak of 5,380 megawatts.
A megawatt powers 800 to
1,000 homes.

With increasing state man-
dates for renewables such as
offshore wind power, PSEG
foresees a greater need for bat-
tery storage units on Long Is-
land to go along with two now
operating on the South Fork,
and a corresponding reduction
in the number of traditional
plants.

“There will absolutely be re-
tirements” of older plants,
Napoli said, “but which ones

and when, we can’t say.”
Regulatory standards re-

quire that system planning be
built around the peak de-
mand. That’s one reason forti-
fication of the South Fork grid
continues apace, with storage
batteries, offshore wind and a
$513 million grid enhancement
already underway, Napoli said.

The South Fork experiences
a peak increase of about 2 per-
cent a year, and that’s ex-
pected to continue through
2020, when it will drop to 1 to
1.5 percent thereafter, Napoli
said.

For the larger system, con-
tinuing declines in the sum-
mer peaks are a big change
from LIPA’s prior outlook. In
2013, LIPA expected the peak
power needs by 2032 would
be more than 7,400
megawatts, requiring at least
one large new power plant
and the overhaul of four older
plants.

Since then, one old plant
has been shuttered, two won’t
ever be overhauled, and a
third, in Northport, is the sub-
ject of an 18-month study to
examine its feasibility. Also,
plans for a new plant have
been canceled.

But even as plants get retired
as use drops, it’s too soon to
say how those trends will im-
pact rates, PSEG said.

“Our job on the technical
side is to make this [power-
source mix] work together,
and do it in such a way that
the bill impact is not a dra-
matic change,” Napoli said.
“It’s impossible to tell a dollar
amount. It’s changing so fast
that it’s hard to predict.”

No verdict yet in ‘El Chapo’ case

Home electricity use
to plunge, PSEG says

YANGON, MYANMAR Lion dancers perform during Lunar

Lunar Year of the Pig celebrated
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