
Plastic straws are a
worthy target

I disagree with Opinion-
page writer Adam Minter
that plastic-straw bans are
not useful [“Plastic-straw
bans won’t do much, Opin-
ion, June 12].

Of course we need to deal
with discarded fishing gear,
as he suggests, but that’s not
something anyone can do
every day. Anyone can stop
using plastic straws. They
are generally used once and
then thrown away. They are
too small for curbside recy-
cling, and no one can tell
which kind of plastic they
are made from. Even if they
don’t end up in our oceans,
they end up in landfills or in-
cinerators. In some ways,
they are the low-hanging
fruit in addressing the huge
problem of single-use plas-
tic.

Children can pledge to
stop using plastic straws.

The Earth Ranger trainees at
an elementary school in
Wyandanch recently held a
one-week No Straw Chal-
lenge at their school. These
fourth-graders are quite seri-
ous. They intend to take this
issue to the wider commu-
nity next year and make the
No Straw Challenge an an-
nual event. This is some-
thing they can do to address
one of our world’s problems.
Their actions and choices
are important. We should ap-
plaud these awesome kids!

Laurie Farber,
Wyandanch

Editor’s note: Laurie Far-
ber is an Earth Rangers
trainer with the nonprofit or-
ganization Starflower Experi-
ences in Wyandanch.

Don’t compare with
the Holocaust

Once again, the media
are conflating issues —
using the Holocaust as a

benchmark to force a false
narrative [“Remember how
the Nazis normalized evil,”
Opinion, June 19].

Let’s us be clear. The
Holocaust was a concerted
effort to kill every Jewish
person on Earth by gassing,
shooting or working them
to death — in addition to
the Nazis’ heinous methods
and experiments.

To compare the current
immigration policy with the
Nazi regime marginalizes
the tens of millions who
died in World War II, in-
cluding 6 million Jews in
the Holocaust. No one from
U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement is killing
immigrants here illegally.
Stop the comparison. It is
insensitive and ignorant.

Lawrence Harkavy,
St. James

Editor’s note: The
writer’s mother survived
the concentration camp at
Auschwitz.

Top priority should be
to fix the subways

I think most of us who ride
the New York City subway sys-
tem can live with using a
MetroCard for the foreseeable
future, but what we cannot
continue to live with are the
delays, cancellations and over-

crowding that we face on a
daily basis [“MetroCard in its
last days, News, June 14].

If the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority has its
way, we’ll have a state-of-the-
art payment system for one of
the most broken-down trans-
portation systems in the coun-
try.

The MTA should invest the
time and money into fixing
the system instead of putting
lipstick on a pig!

Karen Boldizar,
Garden City

Long Beach tragedy
raises concerns

Another summer starts, and
we read about adults and chil-
dren missing in the surf on
Long Island [“Boy, 8, missing
in ocean,” News, June 20].

The article reported that two
U.S. Coast Guard helicopters

were dispatched from Cape Cod,
Massachusetts, and Atlantic
City, New Jersey to assist in the
search for an 8-year-old boy.
That sentence had to scare any
Long Island boater, swimmer or
parent. Nassau and Suffolk coun-
ties alone have a population of
about nearly 3 million, many of
whom enjoy the ocean.

Out of more than two dozen
Coast Guard bases in Nassau
and Suffolk, which were

opened as far back as the 1800s,
only seven stations remain.

Our local and state police do
an excellent job with air sup-
port, but our federal tax dollars
should justify at least one
Coast Guard station equipped
to respond with air rescue 24/7
to emergencies anywhere on
Long Island.

Rick Hannsgen,
West Islip

Anyone can access the ocean
in Long Beach, even though
some of the beach entrances
have signs indicating swim-
ming is not permitted when no
lifeguards are on duty.

Nobody should expect sig-
nage to keep children away
from the water! On nice spring
days, the city should offer mini-
mum wage part-time jobs for
people who would like to sit on
the lifeguard chairs and catch
sun, play with their cellphones,
read books or whatever else
they want to do, as long as they
watch the beach and notify au-

thorities immediately if some-
one enters the water.

Undoubtedly more people
would apply for the jobs than
are needed, from college stu-
dents to retired senior citizens!

Ken Gillespie,
Freeport

Chef Anthony
Bourdain is missed

Thank you Verne Gay for
your wonderful reporting on
Anthony Bourdain’s death
[“Top chef, storyteller,” News,
June 9].

We cannot travel with him
anymore, for he is now out in
the universe using the Big Dip-
per to collect stars to put into
his bowl of noodle soup. He
was the best!

Susan Starley,
Medford

In the wake of the Trump ad-
ministration-created border
crisis in which unautho-

rized migrants seeking asylum
were detained and separated
from their children, there has
been a surge of anger directed
at administration officials and
other public figures who de-
fend President Donald Trump.

Over the weekend, White
House press secretary Sarah
Huckabee Sanders and her fel-
low diners were asked to leave
a restaurant in Lexington, Vir-
ginia. In a more confrontational
scene, Secretary of Homeland
Security Kirstjen Nielsen was
run out of a restaurant in Wash-
ington by protesters yelling
“Shame!” and then targeted by
demonstrators at her home. At
a rally in Los Angeles, Rep.
Maxine Waters (D-Calif.), a
fiery leader of the anti-Trump
resistance, encouraged her fol-
lowers to “absolutely harass”
Trump Cabinet officials in pub-

lic places.
In an already hypertoxic po-

litical environment, this is a
dangerous turn.

In social media debates,
those urging against escalation
of hostilities have been derided
as appeasers. “We’re really hav-
ing a debate on whether we have
to be civil to people who tear ba-
bies & children away from their
parents, leading to incalculable
trauma? [Expletive] civility,”
tweeted Jeet Heer, editor-in-
chief of The New Republic.

The problem with such rea-
soning, of course, is that it opens
the door to harassment of public
officials and public figures for a
wide range of reasons. America
is a big and polarized country. A
sizable portion of the popula-
tion, for instance, passionately
believes that abortion is equiva-
lent to child murder. What hap-
pens if right-to-life activists de-
cide that their cause is more im-
portant than peaceful coexis-
tence with fellow Americans,
and that it’s absurd to debate
whether to be civil to people
who (as they see it) rip babies
apart in the womb?

Plenty of other issues could be
seen as urgent enough to justify
throwing out basic civility. Why
not go after public officials who
are portrayed as soft on rapists
or sympathetic to suspected Is-
lamist terrorists? Why stop at of-
ficials and spare, say, journalists
accused of promoting evil
causes or “fake news”?

The issue is not that shaming
Trump administration officials is
too mean. For what it’s worth, I
believe the Lexington restaurant
owner was perfectly within her

rights to turn away Sanders. It’s
that confrontations can easily de-
scend into violence. In her re-
marks at the rally, Waters de-
clared, “If you see anybody from
that Cabinet in a restaurant, in a
department store, at a gasoline
station, you get out and you cre-
ate a crowd, and you push back
on them!” What she is advocat-
ing probably amounts to crimi-
nal harassment — but it could
quickly turn into something
much worse, especially if Trump
supporters show up to defend

their own.
Meanwhile, some left-wing

Twitter posters who mock calls
for civility defend riots. And
there are commentators both on
the right (columnist Kurt
Schlichter) and on the left
(Brooklyn-based writer David
Klion) who openly fantasize
about violence toward political
enemies.

To be sure, pro-Trump politi-
cians such as former House
Speaker Newt Gingrich deserve
only derision when they lecture
people on civility and respect.
But Trump critics should beware
of joining the race to the bottom.
House Minority Leader Nancy
Pelosi (D-Calif.) and Senate Mi-
nority Leader Chuck Schumer
(D-N.Y.) were right to condemn
Waters’ remark.

“Civility” need not mean po-
liteness: One can have vigorous
protests and harsh words with-
out crossing the line into harass-
ment. Sometimes, extreme ac-
tion is necessary; but in 2018
America, we still have normal
avenues of political action from
demonstrating to voting.

The least we can do is dial
down the language of war.

Cathy Young is a contributing
editor to Reason magazine.

BR
YA

N
SM

IT
H

Stop a moment and remember Chief of Fire Prevention Ronald R.
Spadafora, who last week became the 178th FDNY member to die
of a World Trade Center-related illness.

A one-time Levittown resident, Spadafora, 63, was by all accounts an
exemplary firefighter who in a 40-year career provided leadership in
the worst of times — from hurricanes to the many, many fires in every
borough that are routine in his line of work.

But one of those crowning moments of service came after the tragedies
of Sept. 11, 2001, when Spadafora supervised rescue and recovery efforts at
Ground Zero. He was described as a “constant fixture” there at the time.
In 2013, when parts from one of the doomed planes were found near the
site, investigators searched again for human remains. “It’s been 11 years,”
Spadafora said then, “and it tears away at you.”

The experience tore away at Spadafora and other emergency workers
who developed life-threatening illnesses working among that hazardous
material. We are now more than 16 years past the attack on the World
Trade Center, but it is chilling to continue to see the toll of that awful day.

There are no good estimates of how many NYPD and FDNY and other
emergency personnel will die prematurely because of their work at
Ground Zero, but surely there will be a 179th firefighter, and a 159th NYPD
member, and possibly hundreds more. Thousands of responders have
been diagnosed with 9/11-related cancers as certified by the Zadroga Act,
the 2010 legislation that created the World Trade Center Health Program.
In 2015, advocates had to beg in Congress for its renewal. The related Vic-
tim Compensation Fund is up for renewal in 2020. The programs are the
least that can be done.

For now and in the future, remember those like Spadafora, yet another
victim of Sept. 11. — The editorial board
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The MetroCard is to be replaced with a “tap-and-go” system, right.
There will be a six-year phase-in starting next year.
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Don’t let political division turn violent

Press secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders was booted from the Red
Hen restaurant in Virginia because she works for the president.
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Moves against White House officials
reveal a deepening and noxious divide

SEND MAIL to letters@newsday.com.
Letters become the property of
Newsday. They will be edited and
may be republished in all media.

“Where there is no vision, the people perish.”
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Imagine doing a major home renovation without delegating one per-
son to be in charge, without obtaining detailed cost estimates or
without your pick of many different contractors.

For decades, that’s the scenario Metropolitan Transportation Author-
ity capital projects have faced. The bigger the scale, the worse it gets.
When the MTA wants to change a design or faces an unexpected
glitch, 40 steps are required. Until those hurdles are cleared, workers
keep doing the job the old way, only to have to tear it up and redo it the
new way. This is why projects like the East Side Access effort to con-
nect the Long Island Rail Road to Grand Central Terminal have experi-
enced years of delays and cost overruns, going from a $4.3 billion cost
and an end date of 2009, to $11 billion with an opening in 2022.

MTA board member Scott Rechler, a developer, has proposed re-
forms to add some common sense to this expensive madness. Rechler
suggests appointing a chief executive for each project (accountability);
streamlining the “change order” process (efficiency); making contracts
more uniform across the MTA (standardization); easing requirements
to widen the field of bidders (competition); and reducing the need to
customize parts and equipment (cost reduction).

As MTA chairman Joe Lhota said last week, remaking the MTA also re-
quires a culture change, one that could eliminate the bureaucratic morass,
and reward speed and flexibility. The agency also will have to work with
the unions to reform work rules that could impede these changes.

If the MTA completes a gut renovation of its own house, it might be
able to get work done on its tracks and stations, under budget and on
time. — The editorial board

MTA should demolish
construction red tape

OPINION

Thepainof9/11
is inflictedanew
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