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m 80.2% got high school
diplomas, up from 79.7%

® But on Long Island
percentage fell slightly

BY JOHN HILDEBRAND

AND MICHAEL R. EBERT
john.hildebrand@newsday.com
michael.ebert@newsday.com

The graduation rate for the
high school Class of 2017 rose
to 80.2 percent statewide —
up from 79.7 percent the year
before — while results on
Long Island dipped slightly,
the state Education Depart-
ment announced Wednesday.

On Long Island, the average
graduation rate was 88.9 per-
cent, lower than the adjusted
figure of 89.6 percent for the
Class of 2016. Average rates
for Nassau County and Suffolk
County, though down a bit
from a year ago, remained sub-
stantially above the state aver-
age.

Year-to-year  comparisons
are difficult to make because
the state in recent years has
relaxed diploma requirements
to a degree.

Education officials in Al-
bany, as well as on the Island,
emphasized long-term gains.

Statewide, the percentage of
teenagers earning diplomas
during the 2016-17 school year
was up more than 11 percent-
age points from the 68.6 per-
cent recorded a decade ago
for the Class of 2007.

The average Islandwide
gain was up nearly 4 percent-
age points over the decade,
from 85 percent reported for
the 2006-07 school year.

“New York’s graduation rate
continues its steady, upward
trend,” Education Commis-
sioner MaryEllen Elia said in
a prepared statement. “And
that’s good news.”

In many cases, improve-
ments in the two-county re-
gion were most pronounced
in districts that struggled in
the past. In Roosevelt, for ex-
ample, graduation rates rose 7
percentage points from 2007
to 2017, from 56 percent to 63
percent.

“We have a laserlike focus on
graduation,” said Marnie Hazel-
ton, superintendent of Roo-
sevelt’s 3,300-student system.

Efforts to boost Roosevelt’s

graduation rates include tutor-
ing sessions after school and on
Saturdays in advance of state
Regents exams, Hazelton said.

The district has run indepen-
dently since 2013-14, following
a state takeover that began in
2002 and continued for 11 years.

For the Hempstead district,
which has experienced some of
the lowest graduation rates in
the state, the Education Depart-
ment on Wednesday reported
another substantial drop. Only
36.7 percent of students gradu-
ated in 2016-17, compared with
47.6 percent the year before, the
department’s data showed.

Regina Armstrong, who took
over as Hempstead’s acting su-
perintendent last month, said
the 2016-17 figure was mislead-
ing because it included results
for students who had been in
the district’s high school for
five or six years.

State graduation rates are
supposed to be reported by
“cohort” — a group that in-
cludes only students who
enter high school in a particu-
lar year and graduate on time
four years later. The gradua-
tion rates announced Wednes-
day, for instance, were for the
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80.2% | 88.9%
Nassau Suffolk

89.5% | 88.4%

cohort of 2013.

Armstrong said she is confi-
dent that Hempstead’s actual
graduation results are improv-
ing, and that the issue would be
discussed Monday with state
authorities who are monitoring
the troubled district.

“Even now, we're predicting
that, for our current 1lth-grade
students, 60 percent are al-
ready on track for on-time grad-
uation,” Armstrong said.

A total of 207165 students
statewide were included in the
state’s graduation cohort for
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the Class of 2017. Graduates in-
cluded students earning both
Regents diplomas and local
diplomas, which are less de-
manding.

New York for many years has
ranked in the middle-of-the
pack among states in terms of
graduation rates. The latest
available figures from the U.S.
Education Department for
2014-15 show 37 states with
higher graduation results.

One reason for New York’s
relatively low ranking, accord-
ing to expert analysts, is that its
exam requirements for gradua-
tion have been among the na-
tion’s most challenging.

Starting in 1995, New York
moved toward a system in
which students had to pass five
Regents exams, written at a col-
lege-prep level, to earn diplo-
mas. Until then, many students
had graduated by passing eas-
ier state competency tests.

Subjects covered by the tests
include English, math, science,

More students
in NYC earn
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Brentwood High School
students in the Class of 2017
celebrate at their graduation
ceremony on June 25.

JAMES CARBONE

U.S. history and global history.

Many students have found
the exam requirements to be an
obstacle to graduation, and the
state has begun relaxing some
of its rules. Since June 2016, for
example, students have been al-
lowed to substitute completion
of a series of vocational cour-
ses and a vocational exam for
one of the Regents tests previ-
ously required.

Other course sequences and
tests — including those fo-
cused on science, math and
technology — also can be sub-
stituted in an approach known
as “multiple pathways to gradu-
ation.”

On Wednesday, the state
noted that 9,900 students
statewide had earned diplomas
through alternative routes.
That figure included both June
and August graduates.

INTERACTIVE

Graduation rates for LI
districts broken down
by gender and race.
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GRADU ATIO" RATES dents graduating on time in June and the percentage that  different from those released in February 2017 — mainly by

graduated on time in June 2016. The chart also shows the  very small increments — because of recalculation that the

The state Education Department on Wednesday re- percentage of students with disabilities who graduated, agency allowed for districts that had inadvertently omitted
leased district-by-district graduation rates for high school  the percentage of economically disadvantaged students some 2016 graduates. — COMPILED BY MICHAEL R. EBERT
seniors in the Class of 2017. This chart for districts that who graduated and the percentage of students going to (s) Indicates data was suppressed because figures represent less than five students.
have high schools shows the overall percentage of stu- college. The 2016 graduation rates for 12 districts are D e e O tie distict had no students in that category.

% GRADUATING % going to % GRADUATING % gaing to

High school, High school, Students with Economically | 2-yr or 4-yr High school, High school, Students with Economically | 2-yr or 4-yr
2017

Districts i 2016 disabilities disadvantaged ! colleges Districts i 2017 2016 disabilities disadvantaged| colleges
NASSAU i { Center Moriches . 830%  933%  682%  743% ! 8l6%
Baldwin | 918% 911% 74.4% 845% | 902%  Central Islip | 833 795 614 835 | 719
Bellmore-Merrick i 94.0 947 75.2 822 } 937 Cold Spring Harbor i 98.2 994 889 s i 976
Bethpage L 977 974 813 906 | 941 Commack ' 979 967 889 933 | 929
Carle Place 890 96.2 682 842 1 907 Comsewogue 89l 86.0 761 782 | 905
East Meadow 1 969 94.2 805 973 | 906 Connetquot 1924 933 724 846 1 841
East Rockaway | 829 875 611 652 | 868 Copiague . 865 834 703 80 | 715
East Williston 978 967 833 1000 | 992 Deer Park . 884 8838 783 836 | &
Farmingdale ' 897 90.7 64.0 831 ' 880 East Hampton L 786 819 350 74.3 1 867
Freeport L 734 768 553 745 | 794 East Islip | 931 943 761 778 | 874
Garden City i 96.9 987 714 85.7 ‘; 96.9 Eastport-South Manor i 952 95.3 85.0 864 i 899
Glen Cove | 744 754 488 721 | 910 Elwood P 961 966 769 943 | 920
Great Neck . 938 936 846 864 | 966 Fishers Island . 857 1000 s . 833
Hempstead I 367 476 302 436 | N/A Greenport ! 754 8L5 333 645 ' 679
Herricks . 966 96.9 84.8 1000 | 975 Half Hollow Hills . 939 96.1 739 85.0 . 933
Hewlett-Woodmere l962 96.8 865 906 | 936 Hampton Bays 1 904 924 840 892 1 945
Hicksville | 873 903 636 807 | 899 Harborfields L 976 977 824 958 | 892
Island Trees | 946 937 65.0 943 | 896 Hauppauge . 934 933 811 848 | 924
Jericho | 981 983 933 946 | 989 Huntington | 898 860 800 7713, 858
Lawrence - 786 764 614 799 1 819 Islip . 966 960 903 933 . &9
Levittown | 941 934 822 884 | 89 Kings Park 964 970 829 786 1 969
Locust Valley i 970 969 971 929 i 910 Lindenhurst i 895 914 702 839 i 757
Long Beach 877 870 667 799 | 850 Longwood - 844 872 616 /80 824
Lynbrook I 26 916 66.7 828 | 936 Mattituck-Cutchogue 1 918 906 778 667 1 885
Malverne | 896 901 727 017 | 844 Middle Country I 816 90.2 659 796 I 831
Manhasset i 997 985 974 963 E 966 Miller Place i 929 958 636 861 i 906
Massapequa . 968 968 800 836 | 912 dleuing Skl , 974 977 818 1000 | 964
Mineola I 945 935 778 911 | 979 North Babylon . 909 918 775 83 | 799
North Shore 971 %6 867 %2 | 967 Northport-East Northport 1 926 947 817 721 1 912
Oyster Bay-East Norwich | 931 877 s 81 | 97 Port Jefferson 971 9.3 /50 %09 ., 979
Plainedge . 934 956 727 938 | 869 Riverhead , 799 /1.2 683 52 | 832
Plainview-Old Bethpage | 947 977 763 951 | 974 Rocky Point | 946 9.3 /8.3 86 | 842
Port Washington . 906 ®5 611 813 | 992 gaCh:mb | 9%-;’ ggé 6;2 73-3 ; 8%
Rockville Centre | 985 969 912 o2 | 946 oo Liarbor | 35-5 o 32-4 29-5 § 33-2
Roosevelt | 630 620 531 679 | 759 ayvile P2 : : i
1 1 Shelter Island 842 864 s 571 882

Roslyn 963 978 739 857 1 1000 — »

£ Seaford ! 047 940 736 857 ! 939 Shoreham-Wading River | 978 96.2 882 1000 | 937

2 | : ' ' R P Smithtown | 957 944 822 875 | 938

& Sewanhaka 1 938 927 776 935 1+ 937 . i

2 | | South Country 1812 754 550 766 1 749

£ Syosset L 978 979 887 930 ' 980 . ! !

£ i i : South Huntington . 908 911 671 86.1 . 879
Uniondale L 776 755 464 764 | 813 . ‘

0 . < Southampton 855 808 66.7 726 1 913

5  Valley Stream Central ' 930 937 76.9 900 ' 926 ' '

< : § Southold ' 857 782 800 600 ' 797

«  Wantagh | 979 982 839 947 | 947 : | |

2 WestH tead 890 909 76.2 319 | 884 Three Village 970 970 806 %2 | 962

S Westb e ] 504 o1 e 995 West Babylon 915 872 733 896 | 819

@ estoury ! : : : oo e West Islip | 94 94.2 871 80 | 901

z SUFFOLK i i Westhampton Beach i 914 904 870 719 i 873

2 Amityvile L T27 783 600 731 1 752 William Floyd ' 800 716 451 757 | 693

T Babylon | 910 939 722 29 | 887 Wyandanch | 640 701 575 608 | 687

¥ BayShore . 873 869 611 834 1 835

£  Bayport-Blue Point 965 972 720 905 | 906

Z  Brentwood i 708 725 615 724 j 86.5 Long Island
Bridgehampton L 813 92.3 S S L 929 New York State
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