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With new smart meters arriving at a quickened pace in
homes across the region this
year, PSEG Long Island is preparing a plan that puts the advanced devices to use in helping customers better understand their usage and even shift
electric demand to off-peak
times to cut their bills.
PSEG officials last week outlined plans to be contained
with a new filing with the state
Department of Public Service
this summer that is expected to
include more flexible time-ofuse rates that let customers reduce their bills by limiting their
energy use during peak hours.
There also will be a new rate
for customers with electric vehicles, a plan for customers with
electric storage batteries in their
homes to be paid if they allow
the utility to draw the battery
power during peak times, and a
plan to use larger batteries to relieve demand in two constrained
districts. (PSEG has already installed big batteries on the East
End to relieve summer demand
pressures). The proposals require state approval.

Smart meters wirelessly send
customer usage data to PSEG
every 15 minutes, allowing the
company to avoid estimated
meter reads and gain insight
into which rates may benefit
customers. In a yearlong review of 10,000 North Bellmore
customers in a new energy-saving program called SuperSaver,
PSEG found around half could
reduce their bills with a timeof-use rate, and that around
400 could cut bills by 5 percent
to 12 percent, said Mike Voltz,
PSEG’s director of energy efficiency and renewables.

Off-peak incentives

Under the current time-ofuse residential rate, customers
in summer weekdays are offered incentives to shift the
bulk of their usage to a 19-hour
off-peak time through a discounted rate of 15 cents a kilowatt hour (compared with a
standard 18 cents to 20 cents).
To dissuade these customers
from too much use during the
summer peak, their weekday
peak-time rate (from 2 to 7
p.m.) is more than double the
normal rate, at 47 cents a kilowatt hour. Weekend rates for
these customers are 15 cents a
kilowatt hour year-round. In
winter, weekday peak-time rate
drops from 47 cents to 23 cents
a kWh.
In the new filing, PSEG will
propose shortening the peakpricing period to four and even

A PSEG technician installs a meter in 2017; PSEG says it is working
three hours each weekday
(weekends are off-peak), and
letting
customers
choose
among periods of day for the
peak, Voltz said. In the past, customers have eschewed time-ofuse rates because the peak period was too long, he said.
While PSEG doesn’t yet have
enough smart-meter penetration
to do the analysis for its entire 1.1
million customers, Voltz said the
North Bellmore project could extrapolate to similar savings for
upward of 40,000 customers
across the system. Next year,
Voltz said, PSEG plans to have
an online tool that will let customers analyze whether a timeof-use rate would save them
money given their usage, and to
make the switch on their own on
the website.

Usage-spike monitoring

Rick Walden, PSEG’s vice president of customer services, who
is leading the smart-meter transi-

tion, said advantages extend well
beyond time-of-use rate savings.
With smart meters, customers
usage is metered every 15 minutes compared with meter reads
once every two months — eliminating the need for estimated
bills for smart-meter customers.
The new meters provide the utility with a deluge of data to isolate outages and other potential
problems, remotely turn on or
off service, and send customers
alerts when usage spikes.
A current meter-reading force
of about 150 will be reduced to a
handful over the next 48 months,
Walden said, but the company is
working with the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 1049 union so that
there are no layoffs.
PSEG this year has installed
103,364 smart meters, with
much of the focus on the East
End and the Rockaways, bringing the total at April’s end to
232,000, including 2018 and
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Around 30 Island Park residents braved a rainy Sunday
morning to protest in front of
the E.F. Barrett Power Plant
against the Long Island Power
Authority’s efforts to reduce its
property tax bill on the aging facility.
The utility has grieved its
property taxes on four of its
Long Island power plants, arguing that their assessed values
are inflated, especially as
changes in energy consumption have required the plants to
produce less and less power.
But protesters said Sunday
that a cut to LIPA’s tax bill on
the Island Park plant would be
devastating to the local school
district, as LIPA tax payments
make up about half of the district’s annual tax revenue, and
the loss of that revenue could
mean higher tax bills for district residents.
“We’re a blue-collar community,” said Jo-Ellen Sarnelli, treasurer of the Island Park Civic
Association, which organized
the protest. The sought-after
tax cut “will bankrupt this community,” she said.
A LIPA spokesman declined

to comment on the protest, citing ongoing litigation on the
issue.
The nonprofit utility grieved
its taxes on the plants in Island
Park, Northport, Port Jefferson
and Glenwood Landing in 2010.
The emergence of alternative
energy sources and energy-efficient appliances has cut demand for the power produced
by the plants, which were built
from 1956 to 1977, according to a
LIPA report released this year.
Barrett operated at 54 percent of its capacity in 1999,
but only at 38 percent of capacity in 2017, the report
shows. In that time, the plant’s
tax bill rose from $24 million
to $42.5 million.
Protesters, however, dismissed the idea that the plant is
overtaxed.
“They’re still insanely valuable,” Island Park Civic member Richard Schurin said of the
old plants, saying the cost and
bureaucratic challenge of building new power plants in the region is prohibitive.
In December, LIPA reached a
settlement with the Town of
Brookhaven that will see its
property tax bill on the Port Jefferson plant fall by millions of
dollars annually.

LIPA and the Town of Huntington went to trial earlier this
year over the utility’s effort to
lower its tax bill on the Northport plant. The court adjourned the case until late July,
the spokesman said.
LIPA and Nassau County are
in ongoing negotiations over
the tax bill on the Island Park
plant, the spokesman said.
LIPA has argued that a fair
property tax bill for the plant
would be $1.6 million, according to the report.
The protest Sunday attracted
the support of some local officials as well.
Island Park Village Mayor
Michael McGinty said the tax
reduction that LIPA is seeking
would increase the property
tax bill of the average home in
the Island Park School District
by around 15 percent. The
change would have a “deleterious impact” on the community,
he said.
Hempstead Town Councilman Anthony D’Esposito,
whose district includes Island
Park, echoed those concerns.
“What’s going on with LIPA
is going to have a devastating effect on our school district,” he
said. “They deserve to really
cover their fair share.”

to institute the smart meter program without meter-reader layoffs.

Protesters outside the E.F. Barrett Power Plant in Island Park on Sunday rally against LIPA’s tax move.
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Not everyone likes the program. So far, 0.77 percent, or 1,316
customers, have opted not to
have a smart meter — a decision
that triggers a $10 monthly
charge for a manual reading.
Most who opt out are concerned
about potential health issues relating to radio signals from the
meters, but others cite privacy,
accuracy and fire concerns.
Walden said the Shinnecock
Indian Nation at one point rejected smart meters on 300
homes on the tribe’s Southamp-
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Some resistance

ton reservation, but a company
representative working with
tribal leaders was able to resolve the concern, he said.
Joseph Rinaldi of Wading
River said he would be among
those opting out when the new
meters were installed in his
neighborhood later this year. He
has concerns about the potential
health effects. PSEG says the
health concerns are unfounded.
The utility has entertained
the prospect of allowing Rinaldi to call in his own meter
reading, he said, but told him it
will still charge the $10 reading
fee. Spokesman David Gaier
said that’s because the utility
still has “myriad” costs associated with manual meter reads.
“We encourage customer
adoption of [smart] meters because of the many benefits they
receive, including automatically
notifying us in case of an outage,
and confirming that service has
been restored,” he said.
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prior-year installations.
The company is working
slightly ahead of its plan to install some 250,000 smart meters
a year, finishing in 2022. That has
meant marshaling a workforce
of 35 workers who can install 40
meters each a day. Some 40 percent of the service territory, or
more than 370,000, will be installed by year’s end.

