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Special meeting
in Northport

Northport village officials
will hold a special informa-
tional meeting Thursday
about the wastewater collec-
tion project in the village.

The project’s Phase I will
include Bluff Point Road,
Duffy Road and Duffy
Court, and an upgrade to the
pump station in Northport
Bay Estates. The village will
repave the affected roads at
the end of Phase I.

The village administra-
tion also announced that offi-
cials have “secured” another
$3 million in grant funding
above the original $5 million
in grants for the project,
“which we anticipate will
cover the entire project,” vil-
lage Trustee Ian Milligan,
who is also commissioner of
wastewater treatment, said
in an update posted to the
village website.

The village hopes to start
Phase I this fall.

The meeting is at 7 p.m. at
The American Legion at
7 Woodside Ave.

For more info, contact Vil-
lage Administrator Tim Bro-
jer at 631-261-7502, ext. 311, or
t.brojer@northportny.gov.

— SOPHIA CHANG

More on next page

Many Long Islanders have
made names for them-
selves on m

shows, from “The Bache-

lor* to “Biggest Loser” and
more. Find out what other

shows Long Islanders
have participated in at
newsday.com/entertainment
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PATCHOGUE

Summer fest

Popular ‘Alive After Five' spun off for December event — with an ice rink

BY DEON J. HAMPTON

deon.hampton@newsday.com

A newly formed Patchogue
holiday committee is spinning
off the village’s most popular
summer festival in hopes of
drawing a winter shopping
crowd.

Local small business owners
are counting on the “Alive After
Five Winter Wonderland” to
spike up Christmas sales this
holiday season.

The one-day event is mod-
eled and named after Patch-
ogue’s annual street festival
that runs throughout the sum-
mer.

The main attraction of the
winter street fair will be a skat-
ing rink. The Dec. 20 event
won’t feature the live music,
arts, crafts, food and beverages
along Main Street that the sum-
mer event is known for.

“It’s a real family event. It’s
not going to be a drink fest like
‘Alive After Five’ gets to be,”
said Patchogue Village Mayor
Paul Pontieri.

The mayor said this is the
first time the downtown will
have a skating rink.

The 40-by-70 foot synthetic
rink will be installed on Main
Street in front of the Patchogue
Theatre for the Performing
Arts. The rink will hold as many
as 70 skaters, who will each be
allowed to circle around for as
long as 30 minutes.

In recent years, Patchogue
has emerged as a destination
for bars, restaurants and
events. Earlier this year, the vil-
lage created an Art and Culture
district hoping to attract visi-
tors and new residents. Pon-
tieri said the skating rink is an-
other push to draw people in.

“It’s one more thing to bring
to the village,” Pontieri said.
“It’s a great idea and will bene-
fit the merchants.”

Lori Belmonte, co-owner of
The Colony Shop, formed the
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Lori Belmonte, left, Krystle DiNicola and Laura Accardi of the Patchogue holiday committee, in The
Colony Shop on East Main Street last weekend. Belmonte, co-owner of the shop, formed the group.

holiday committee last month.
She said the rink will give cus-
tomers a new reason to visit
downtown.

“We want people to shop and
eat at restaurants,” she said.
“This will bring more people to
the streets.”

Shoppers who purchase
local goods will receive a
voucher to skate for free, but
those who don’t must pay a
fee, officials said. The price
has not been set.

David Kennedy, Greater
Patchogue Chamber of Com-
merce executive director, said
business owners are hoping the
“Alive After Five” brand makes
the event successful.

“This event is about holiday
shopping and to entice people
to come on down,” he said.
“When ‘Alive After Five’ is men-
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A four-hour festival

The main attraction of
Patchogue's planned winter
street fair is an ice-skating rink.
Four facts:

Dec. 20: Scheduled date of
“Alive After Five Winter
Wonderland”

$20,000: Amount the holiday
committee is trying to raise for
the synthetic ice rink

1: First time a skating rink will be
in downtown Patchogue

Free: Shoppers must purchase
goods to receive a voucher to
skate at no charge

tioned in any way shape or
form, it piques interest.”

He added that many retail
stores will have extended shop-

ping hours during the holidays.

The seven-member holiday
group is a subcommittee of the
business promotions commit-
tee of the Greater Patchogue
Chamber of Commerce.

The committee has estab-
lished a GoFundMe page to
help pay for the rink and other
operating costs. The goal is to
raise $20,000. The rink costs
$14,000, and any extra funds
would go toward other activi-
ties, officials said.

Pontieri said the four-hour
event is the culmination of a
monthlong holiday celebration
beginning with a Christmas
boat parade on Nov. 18, and the
annual village Christmas pa-
rade on Nov. 24.

Main Street will be closed to
traffic between Ocean and
Maple avenues for the event.
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