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rection, and, in others, just
two, creating bottlenecks.
While $158.75 million has
been spent on the roadway, another $350 million to $550 million is needed to complete the
work, depending on how long
it takes. Project backers would
like to see $60 million in new
construction money for the
next two to three years.

State says obligation met

State Department of Transportation spokesman Joseph
Morrissey said the state has
“fulfilled the Route 347 project
commitments” laid out in the
five-year capital plan that expires in 2020. Any further funding is subject to negotiation in
the state budget due April 1.
But Desmond Ryan, a veteran Albany lobbyist, said, “I’m
stunned the Department of
Transportation would stop a
project in the district of the Senate majority leader. They are either very naive, very coura-

geous or very stupid.”
“Everyone’s shaking their
heads,” said Assemb. Mike Fitzpatrick (R-St. James). “It begs
the question why would it happen and why the majority
leader is letting it happen. It’s
hard to believe this would ever
happen in Joe Bruno’s district.
I’m sorry if it ruffles feathers,
but so be it.”
What has the construction industry, unions and those who
drive the road particularly nervous is the budget might be the
last hurrah for a Republican
Senate majority that now survives only with the aid of a
handful of Democratic dissidents.
Their hold will be determined by special elections
April 24 and a fall campaign season that could be impacted by
anti-Trump fervor.
“The time is now and . . .
this budget,” said Ryan. “It can’t
wait for the next five-year capital plan.”
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bronze bust of former Republican Senate Majority Leader
Joseph Bruno stands
at the heart of Albany Airport for the millions
of dollars in state funds he lavished on the project.
Nearby,
a
state-funded
minor league stadium, simply
known locally as “The Joe,”
also is named for the leoninemaned ex-leader.
Here on Long Island, the
signs over the Seaford-Oyster
Bay Expressway call it the
“Ralph Marino-SOB,” a not-sointentional joke on Bruno’s predecessor, the late Senate Majority Leader Ralph Marino, a Republican who also made sure
the local project got the
needed funds for redesign
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